SCOTUS Decides Ransom 

[Update to P-H 13-g on page 255 of the second edition of the text
and to P-H 19-i on page 370]
On January 11, 2011, in Ransom v FIA Card Services, FKA MBNA MBNA American Bank, N.A. (Docket # 09-907), SCOTUS affirmed the Ninth Circuit holding that a Chapter 13 debtor cannot deduct vehicle ownership costs on OBF 22C unless he is actually making payments on the vehicle as part of a purchase or lease agreement. Although the facts of Ransom dealt with a Chapter 13 debtor calculating his projected disposable income, the decision is likely to be deemed applicable to the same deduction taken by a Chapter 7 debtor on her OBF 22A as part of the means test. New Justice Elena Kagan authored the Ransom opinion in an 8-1 decision featuring a dissent by Justice Scalia. You can read a good summary of the decision at http://www.scotusblog.com/?p=111900 and the full text of opinions at http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/10pdf/09-907.pdf. 

This case, known as In re Ransom in the Ninth Circuit, is referenced in P-H 13-g and P-H 19-i of the second edition of the textbook and the SCOTUS decision updates the questions posed in those P-Hs and the related text in those chapters. 

